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R.  MACKAY,  M.D.,  D.P.H., 
1  The  Green, 

Marlborough 


Tel.  Marlborough  487 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  PEWSEY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  annual  report  on  the  public  health 
of  the  District  during  1950,  which  is  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of 
Health  Circular  1/60,  dated  8th  January,  i960. 

Statistical  information  is  contained  in  the  body  of  the  report, 
which  is  followed  by  that  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the 
assistance  and  co-operation  I  have  received  from  the  staff  and  my 
colleagues  at  all  times.  1  am  especially  grateful  to  Miss  Grace  Boswell, 
Clerk/Secretary  in  the  East  Wilts  M.O.H.’s  office  for  her  invaluable 
assistance  with  the  compilation  of  the  report,  more  particularly  on  this 
occasion. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be, 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Roderick  Mackay, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


30th  March,  i960. 
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STAFF 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 
Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 

Trainee  Public  Health  Inspector 
Rodent  Operator 


R.  MACKAY,  M.D.,  D.P.H. 

T.  F.  Harding,  m.s.i.a.,  and  Cert., 
Meat  and  Food  Inspector. 

P.  Gladwin,  m.s.i.a.,  and  Cert., 
Meat  and  Food  Inspector. 

L.  T.  Jones 
P.  N.  Raisey 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts  also  in  that  capacity  for  the 
other  three  constituent  authorities  of  the  East  Wilts  United  Districts, 
viz.  Amesbury  R.D.,  Marlborough  and  Ramsbury  R.D.,  and  Marlborough 
M.B.,  and  is  responsible  for  the  public  health  duties  imposed  by  statute 
upon  his  office.  He  holds,  in  addition,  the  appointment  of  assistant 
County  Medical  Officer  and  in  this  respect  carries  out,  on  behalf  of  the 
County  Council  duties  in  connection  with  welfare  service  for  which  it 
is  mainly  responsible. 

The  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector,  together  with  his  assistant 
carries  out  within  the  District,  in  consultation  with  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  the  statutory  duties,  which  are  placed  upon  the  authority 
generally  in  connection  with  the  public  health. 

Matters  of  Public  Health  are  normally  dealt  with  by  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Committee  of  the  District  Council. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres 

75828 

Number  in  Parishes 

25 

Population  in  mid-1959  as  estimated  by  the 

Registrar 

General 

17600 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  .... 

4470 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  in  1959  : — 

By  Private  Enterprise 

21 

By  Local  Authority 

42 

Rateable  Value  .... 

£213734 

Sum  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  (estimated) 

£8  37 

VITAL  STATISITCS 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Live  Births  .... 

153 

147 

300 

Legitimate 

149 

137 

286 

Illegitimate 

4 

10 

14 

Live  birth  rate  per  1000  population 

17.8 

Still  Births  .... 

3 

6 

9 

Legitimate 

3 

6 

9 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births 

21.9 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births 

156 

153 

309 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  : — 

Total 

3 

1 

4 

Legitimate 

3 

1 

4 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Infant  death  rate  per  1000  total  live  Births 

13-3 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (under  4  weeks) 

6.7 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (under  r  week)  .... 

6.7 

Maternal  Deaths 

nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  .... 

0.0 

Number  of  deaths  from  all  causes 

85 

62 

147 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population  .... 

9-3 

NOTE  : — 

The  number  of  births,  still-births  and  deaths  are  those  registered 
during  1959  after  adjustment  has  been  made  for  inward  and  out¬ 
ward  transfers. 


BIRTH  RATE,  INFANT  DEATH  RATE,  TOTAL  DEATH  RATE, 

1959 


Pewsey 

Administrative 

England 

R.D. 

Countv 

and  Wales 

Birth  Rate  (per  1000  popn) 

17.8 

18.8' 

16.5 

Death  Rate  (per  1000  popn.) 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one 

9-5 

10.6 

1 1.6 

year  (per  1000  live  births) 

13-3 

20.9 

22.0 
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PRINCIPAL  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT,  1950—59 
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*  Includes  armed  forces 

N.B.  r he  corresponding  rate  is  given  underlined  together  with  the  figure  on  which  it  is  based.  With  the 
exception  of  the  infant  death  rate  which  is  calculated  per  i,ooo  live  births,  and  the  still  birth  rate  pei  i,ooo 
total  births,  the  rates  given  above  are  computed  per  i,ooo  of  the  population.  1  he  birth  and  death  lates  ate 
not  corrected  in  this  tattle  for  area  comparability. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


The  number  of  infective  diseases  notified  in  the  Rural  District 
during  1959  was  154,  of  which  119  were  in  respect  of  measles.  The 
months  of  greatest  incidence  were  January  and  May,  the  greatest 
numbers  were  notified  in  the  5-10  year  age  group. 

TUBERCULOSIS 

There  were  2  notifications  in  respect  of  respiratory  tuberculosis 
and  one  for  other  forms  of  the  disease. 

IMMUNZIATION  AND  VACCINATION 

These  services  are  rendered  by  the  County  Medical  Officer’s  depart¬ 
ment  under  Part  111  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

Immunizations  are  carried  out  at  the  welfare  centres  and  at  special 
sessions  under  direct  control  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  by  the 
County  medical  staff,  and  by  general  practitioners  who  also  perform 
all  vaccinations  against  smallpox. 

The  number  of  children  under  one  year  old  immunized  against 
diphtheria  during  1959  in  the  Rural  District  was  21S  ;  there  were  300 
births  during  the  year.  The  total  number  primarily  immunized  under 
15  years  of  age  was  301.  The  following  numbers  were  inoculated  against 
diphtheria  during  t lie  last  ten  years. 

Age  Year 

Grou  p 


( Years ) 

IQ50 

’5i 

’52 

’53 

’54 

U» 

’56 

’57 

’58 

’59 

Total 

Under  5 

175 

304 

242 

142 

234 

222 

187 

290 

228 

273 

2298 

5-15 

42 

34 

43 

22 

46 

35 

21 

35 

20 

28 

32b 

Totals 

218 

338 

285 

164 

280 

257 

208 

325 

248 

301 

2624 

In  addition  1S7  children  under  one  year  old,  44  at  1-4  years  old 
and  eight  at  5-14  years  of  age,  were  inoculated  against  whooping  cough, 
the  total  number  so  protected  under  15  years  of  age  was  237. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty  two  vaccinations  against  smallpox  were 
performed  during  the  year  in  the  District  ;  under  one  year  of  age. 

Immunization  against  poliomyelitis  was  continued  during  the  year. 
The  numbers  so  protected  are  included  in  the  County  aggregate. 

WATER  SUPPLY,  SEWERAGE  AND  FOOD  SUPERVISION 

Details  of  Water  Supply,  Sewerage  and  Food  Supervision,  etc., 
are  given  in  the  report  of  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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NOTIFICATIONS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1959 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 


REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  RETURN,  1959 


M. 


1  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2  Tuberculosis,  other 

3  Syphilitic  disease  .... 

4  Diphtheria  .... 

5  Whooping  cough 
b  Meningococcal  infections 

7  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8  Measles 

9  Other  infective  and  parasitic  disease 

10  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11  ,,  ,,  lung  bronchus 

12  ,,  ,,  breast 

13  ,,  ,,  uterus 


14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 

....  10 

8 

18 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

2 

3 

16 

Diabetes 

- 

1 

1 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

16 

11 

27 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina  .... 

6 

4 

10 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .... 

1 

- 

1 

20 

Other  heart  disease.... 

....  9 

13 

22 

21 

Other  circulatory  disease  .... 

2 

4 

6 

22 

Influenza 

2 

- 

2 

23 

Pneumonia  .... 

....  8 

1 

9 

24 

Bronchitis  .... 

4 

- 

4 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

1 

- 

1 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

- 

2 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .... 

- 

1 

1 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .... 

- 

1 

1 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

- 

1 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  .... 

- 

- 

- 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

- 

- 

- 

32 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

9 

8 

17 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

I 

2 

3 

34 

All  other  accidents 

....  3 

1 

4 

35 

Suicide 

1 

- 

1 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  .... 

- 

- 

- 

3 

5 


F.  Total 
1  1 


Total 


ol  all  causes 


85 


62  147 
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RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  PEWSEY 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OP  THE 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR 

FOR  THE  YEAR 

1959 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1959.  As  will  be  seen  from  the  table  of  inspec¬ 
tions  and  visits  which  follows,  4,799  visits  of  all  kinds  were  made  during 
the  year,  the  highest  total  yet  recorded.  The  increase  over  the  last 
live  years  is  shown  by  the  following  figures,  taken  from  previous  reports. 

1955  —  3936 

1956  —  4772 

1 957  —  4!2b 

195S  —  4554 

1959  —  4799 

This  steady  increase  reflects  the  general  increase  in  the  Council’s 
activities  and  is  most  likely  to  continue.  As  more  sewerage  and  water 
schemes  come  to  fruition  so  will  the  general  demand  for  bathrooms  and 
other  housing  amenities  increase.  The  advent  of  water  and  sewerage 
will  also  enable  much  needed  improvements  to  be  made  at  many  food- 
shops  and  schools.  There  have  been  disquietingly  regular  outbreaks 
of  food  borne  infections  during  recent  years,  and  whilst  the  modest 
outbreaks  of  1959,  involving  us  in  110  visits,  pale  by  comparison  with 
those  of  1956,  which  caused  no  less  than  563  visits,  the  danger  is  always 
there.  A  feature  of  the  statistics  for  1959  is  that  for  the  first  time  since 
1954  the  number  of  properties  disinfected  by  your  Rodent  Operator 
has  shown  a  reverse  in  the  steady  decline  that  had  taken  place  since 
that  year.  This  may  have  been  due  to  climatic  factors,  but  the  trend 
will  require  watching. 


An  adequate  water  and  milk  sampling  coverage  has  been  main¬ 
tained  during  the  year,  and  a  steady  reduction  in  the  number  of  unfit 
houses  has  also  taken  place. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  the  Council  and  my  colleagues  for  their 
active  interest  and  support  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  F.  Harding, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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STAFF 


Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 

T.  P.  Harding,  m.a.p.h.i.  (Certifi¬ 
cate  of  the  R.S.l.  and  S.I.E.J.B. 
as  Public  Health  Inspector,  and 
Certificate  of  the  R.S.l.  as  Meat 
and  other  Foods  Inspector). 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector 

Clerical  Assistant  and  Trainee 

P.  Gladwin,  m.a.p.h.i.,  m.r.i.p.h.h 
(Certificate  of  the  R.S.l.  and 
S.I.E.J.B.  as  Public  Health  In¬ 
spector  and  Certificate  of  the 
R.S.l.  as  Meat  and  other  Foods 
I  nspector). 

Public  Health  Inspector 

L.  T.  Jones 

Rodent  Operator 

P.  N.  Raise y 

TABLE  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 

Water  Supply 

372 

Drainage 

233 

Moveable  Dwellings 

61 

Factories  and  Outworkers 

20 

Bakehouses  .... 

11 

Visits  made  by  Inspectors  re  Pest  Control 

3i 

Visits  made  by  Operator  for  Survey 

587 

Visits  made  by  Operator  for  Treatment 

1255 

Building  Inspections 

318 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits 

8 

Visits  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

78 

Visits  under  Housing  Act,  1957 

486 

Overcrowding  and  Allocation  of  Houses 

452 

Verminous  Premises 

11 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits 

77 

Improvement  Grants 

361 

Infectious  Diseases 

no 

Slaughterhouse  Visits 

45 

Visits  to  Butchers,  Fishmongers,  etc . 

27 

Visits  to  Grocers  and  Greengrocers 

51 

Visits  to  Ice-Cream  Premises 

11 

Visits  to  Food  Preparing  Premises  Generally 

26 

Visits  to  Licensed  Houses 

41 

Visits  to  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ... 

5 

Milk  Sampling  Visits 

122 

4799 

io 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1959 


1.  Number  of  New  Houses  and  Flats  erected  during  the  year. 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  42 

(b)  Conversion  of  1  Council  House  into  2  Flats 

(c)  Private  Enterprise  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  21 

2.  Inspection  of  Dwellings  during  the  year. 

(i)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  P.H.  Acts  ....  63 

(ii)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Housing  Acts  267 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  found  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  ....  ....  40 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  habitation  ....  ....  ....  46 

3.  Remedy  of  defects  by  Informal  Action. 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence 
of  Informal  Action  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  40 


4.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  ( Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts). 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service  of 
formal  notices  .... 

(a)  By  owners 

( b )  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  .... 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  formal 


notices  were  served  ....  ....  ,  ....  .,  2 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service  of 

formal  notices  ....  ...  ....  ....  ....  ...  2 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  2 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners 

(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  16,  17  and  27  Housing  Acts,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  ....  ....  5 

(ii)  Number  of  Houses  demolished  as  result  of  Demo¬ 
lition  Orders  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  3 

(iii)  Number  of  undertakings  accepted  ....  ....  ....  29 

(iv)  Number  of  undertakings  completed ....  ...  ....  5 

(v)  Number  of  houses  where  Closing  Orders  were  made  7 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  42  and  43  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  houses  under  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

(ii)  Number  of  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ....  ....  ....  ....  ...  5 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  due  to  informal  action  4 

(iv)  Number  of  unfit  houses  purchased  by  Council  and 

demolished  as  part  of  reconstruction  schemes  ....  4 

(E)  Proceedings  under  Section  18  Housing  Act,  1957. 

(i)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  1 
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(ii) 


Housing 


(ii) 

(iii) 


Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  can¬ 
celled,  as  a  result  of  premises  having  been  made  fit 
Acts,  1957 — Part  iv.  Overcrowding. 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowded  dwellings  at  end 
of  year  .... 

Number  of  cases  discovered  during  year 
Number  of  cases  abated  during  year 


2 

4 

6 


HOUSING 

The  pattern  of  previous  years  has  been  repeated  in  this  held  of 
operations.  Work  under  the  Slum  Clearance  Scheme  continued,  but 
at  a  much  faster  rate  than  in  1958.  In  all  some  55  houses  were  dealt 
with  by  demolition,  closure  or  reconditioning.  In  some  parishes 
nearly  all  the  unfit  houses  had  been  dealt  with  by  the  end  of  the  year, 
including  some  not  originally  scheduled  as  unfit  when  the  original 
Housing  Survey  was  made.  This  is  inevitable  since  that  Survey  is 
over  5  years  old,  and  a  number  “  borderline  ”  unfit  houses  will  have 
declined  into  definite  clearance  category  during  that  time.  A  re-survey 
is  needed,  and  it  is  hoped  to  carry  this  out  before  the  end  of  i960.  The 
War  Department  have  co-operated  well  with  Council  in  dealing  with 
unfit  houses  in  their  ownership — Undertakings  having  been  given 
following  the  rehousing  of  the  tenants  by  the  Council. 

Improvement  Grants  have  continued  to  help  considerably  towards 
the  rehabilitation  and  modernisation  of  old  houses,  and  it  is  certain 
that  more  houses  would  have  declined  to  demolition  point  but  for  this 
useful  provision.  During  the  year  the  Council  reverted  to  giving  a 
maximum  grant  of  £400,  instead  of  £250,  which  had  been  the  limit 
during  a  period  of  financial  stringency.  A  new  provision  which  came 
into  force  during  the  year  was  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act 
of  1959  which  brought  into  force  the  mandatory  “  Standard  Grant.” 
This  provision  fixes  standard  maximum  grants  for  standard  amenities 
only,  up  to  a  maximum  of  £155,  and  no  assistance  is  given  towards  the 
eradication  of  basic  faults  in  the  structure,  such  as  absence  of  damp¬ 
proofing,  inadequate  lighting,  and  the  like,  and  it  is  therefore  not  so 
much  use  as  is  the  Discretionary  Improvement  Grant,  which  does  admit 
these  works,  in  improving  rural  houses,  most  of  which  are  very  non¬ 
standard. 

Applications  in  respect  of  40  houses  were  granted  during  the  year, 
3  less  than  in  1958.  Of  this  number  36  were  for  Discretionary  Grants 
and  4  for  Standard  Grants. 

Works  in  respect  of  38  houses  (including  one  improved  by  Standard 
Grant)  were  completed  during  the  year,  bringing  the  total  up  to  307 
houses  improved  since  Improvement  Grants  became  available. 

The  average  cost  of  the  improvements  per  house  during  1959  was 
£701,  and  the  average  percentage  grant  37.4%. 
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The  Department  is  much  concerned  in  other  housing  activities  of 
the  Council,  and  a  great  deal  of  useful  work  is  done  in  assessing  the  need 
of  applicants  for  rehousing,  reporting  on  applications  to  sub-let  Council 
Houses,  disputes,  and  the  like.  During  1959  these  activities  required 
452  visits  by  your  officers. 

WATER  SUPPLY 

During  1959  work  continued  on  the  installation  of  Stage  fl  of  the 
District  Water  Scheme,  which  will  supply  parishes  in  the  Avon  Valley 
area.  It  is  expected  that  this  stage  will  be  completed  and  water  will 
be  in  supply  before  the  end  of  i960.  Work  is  also  expected  to  start 
on  Stage  III  of  the  Scheme  during  i960,  which  will  supply  parishes  in 
the  North-Eastern  area  of  the  Council’s  District.  These  long  awaited 
developments  will  provide  a  satisfactory  supply  of  water  for  parishes 
where  many  of  the  existing  wells  are  aged,  shallow  and  liable  to  serious 
pollution. 

Routine  water  sampling  was  continued  at  a  comparatively  high 
level  during  the  year,  298  samples  being  taken,  all  told.  Results  of 
these  samples  are  given  below  : 

PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 

PEWSEY,  COLLINGBOURNE  KINGSTON  AND  DUCIS, 
BURBAGE,  EASTON  ROYAL  AND  MILTON  LILBOURNE 

The  water  consumed  in  these  parishes  is  obtained  from  the  Council’s 
Boreholes  at  Collingbourne  ;  95°0  of  the  houses  in  the  parishes  are 

estimated  to  be  connected  to  the  mains.  Chemical  analysis  shows  the 
water  to  be  alkaline  (P.H.  7.2)  with  a  total  hardness  of  300  p.p.m. 

In  view  of  previous  difficulties  with  this  supply,  the  Council  installed 
a  new  chlorinator  during  1959,  and  this  device  has  given  a  much  more 
precise  and  satisfactory  degree  of  control  over  the  purity  of  the  water. 

Fifty-five  samples  were  taken  from  the  water  in  supply,  of  which 
54  were  entirely  satisfactory  and  showed  non-faecal  pollution.  In 
addition,  one  sample  for  chemical  analysis  was  taken. 

LUDGERSHALL  AND  CHUTE 

The  water  is  purchased  in  bulk  from  the  Andover  R.D.C.  and 
chlorinated  by  that  authority.  It  is  alkaline  with  a  P.H.  value  of  7.4 
and  the  total  hardness  is  220  p.p.m.  Twenty-one  samples  were  taken 
for  bacteriological  analysis  of  which  20  were  entirely  satisfactory  and 
one  showed  minimal,  non-faecal  pollution. 

WOOL TON  RIVERS 

I'he  water  is  obtained  from  a  deep  well  and  is  chlorinated.  The 
P.H.  value  is  7.1  and  the  total  hardness  is  304  p.p.m.  'I'he  great 
majority  of  the  houses  in  the  parish  are  supplied  from  the  main.  Eighteen 
bacteriological  samples  were  taken  from  this  supply  of  which  16  were 
satisfactory.  Two  showed  non-faecal  pollution. 
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NORTH  TIDWORTH 

file  water  for  this  parish  is  obtained  from  a  War  Department 
owned  source  and  the  great  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  parish  derive 
their  water  from  it.  The  water  is  chlorinated.  Seventeen  samples 
were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination,  14  of  them  being  satisfactory 
and  3  showing  non-faecal  pollution. 

EVERLEIGH 

Here  again,  the  great  majority  of  the  houses  in  this  parish  are 
supplied  from  a  War  Department  owned  source.  The  water  is  chlorin¬ 
ated.  Twenty-one  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  and  every  one 
of  them  can  be  regarded  as  satisfactory. 

NETHERAVON 

The  water  supply  to  a  large  part  of  this  parish  is  provided  by  the 
War  Department.  The  water  is  abstracted  from  the  River  Avon  and 
filtered  and  chlorinated  before  delivery  to  the  consumer.  Twenty 
bacteriological  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  of  which  20  were 
satisfactory. 
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OTHER  WATER  SUPPLIES 


These  supplies  are  ones  where  the  Council  supply  only  their  estates 
in  the  parish  concerned,  or  where  water  is  supplied  to  a  significant 
number  of  houses  in  the  parish  by  a  private  supplier. 

Sample  Results 


Parish 

T  reat- 

Tvpc  of  Supply  men/ 

Not 

Pol¬ 

luted 

Non- 

Faecal 

Pol¬ 

lution 

Paccal 

Pol¬ 

lution 

Total 

Alton  Priors 
and  Barnes 

Private  Estate  Well  Nil 

3 

3 

6 

**Bottlesford 

Post-War  Council 

Estate  Borehole  Nil 

2 

I 

3 

**Charlton 

Private  Estate  Supply  Nil 

- 

5 

- 

5 

♦Coombe 

Private  Estate  Well  Nil 

l6 

I 

I 

l8 

*  Enford 

War  Dept.  Supply  to  Chlor- 
Council  Estate  Well  inated 

7 

7 

*Fittleton 

Council  Estate  Chlor- 

Borehole  inated 

7 

I 

8 

**Manningford 

Council  Estate  Chlor- 

Borehole  inated 

4 

4 

**North  Newnton 

Pre-war  Council  Estate 

Well  (Handpump)  Nil 

3 

I 

4 

**North  Newnton 

Private  Estate  Borehole  Nil 

- 

4 

- 

4 

Oare 

Council  Estate  Borehole  Nil 

3 

2 

— 

5 

Oare 

Private  Estate  Borehole  Nil 

2 

- 

- 

2 

*Rushall 

Private  Estate  Supply  Nil 

- 

6 

- 

6 

*Upavon 

Council  Estate  Borehole  Nil 

7 

I 

- 

8 

**Wilcot 

Council  Estate  Borehole  Nil 

6 

- 

- 

6 

**Wilcot 

Private  Estate  Well  Nil 

3 

I 

3 

*7 

*Wilsford 

Private  Estate  Well  Nil 

I 

5 

7 

|3 

*  *  Woodborough 

Pre-war  Council  Estate 

Well  (Handpump)  Nil 

3 

T 

2 

7 

*  *  Woodborough 

Post-war  Council 

Estate  Borehole  Nil 

4 

T 

- 

5 

In  addition  23  samples  were  taken  from  individual  private  wells  for 
various  purposes. 

*  Will  be  replaced  by  Stage  II  of  the  District  Water  Scheme. 

**  Will  be  replaced  by  Stage  III  of  the  District  Water  Scheme. 
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DRAINAGE 


During  the  year  work  commenced  on  the  comprehensive  sewerage 
scheme  for  Burbage,  Easton  Royal  and  Milton  Lil bourne. 

In  addition,  work  also  began  on  the  sewerage  scheme  for  Upavon. 
This  is  very  encouraging  progress,  and  when  they  are  completed  these 
schemes  will  provide  the  opportunity  for  many  householders  to 
modernise  their  houses  besides  abating  a  number  of  long  standing 
nuisances. 

A  considerable  number  of  septic  tanks  were  installed  during  the 
year  :  the  use  of  small  and  cheap  electric  pumps  to  pump  effluents 
to  preferred  locations  where  soakage  is  good  has  eased  the  problem  of 
disposal  in  the  Greensand  areas,  and  most  of  these  septic  tank  units, 
if  properly  designed  and  installed,  continue  to  provide  perfectly  satis¬ 
factory  disposal,  in  the  absence  of  a  sewer,  in  a  number  of  very  unpromis¬ 
ing  locations. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

As  I  have  stated  in  the  preamble  to  this  report,  infectious  diseases 
necessitated  some  no  visits  by  your  officers  during  the  year.  This  is 
a  modest  total  by  comparison  with  some  previous  years,  but  even  so 
is  very  time-consuming.  The  majority  of  these  visits  were  concerned 
with  suspected  or  confirmed  cases  of  food-borne  illnesses.  Of  these, 
the  following  cases  were  confirmed  : — 

Sonne  Dysentery  .  2 

Salmonella  Newport  .  i 

,,  Typhirflurium  .  2 

It  is  seldom  possible  to  trace  the  carrier  in  outbreaks  of  this  kind, 
but  1  consider  it  essential  that  each  case  is  given  a  proper  investigation, 
even  if  eventually  unconfirmed,  as  the  result  may  be  of  value  to  the 
Public  Health  Department  of  another  Local  Authority  and  quite  often 
a  contact  of  the  infected  person  may  turn  out  to  be  a  food  handler. 
It  is  sad  to  reflect  that  most  of  these  outbreaks  are  avoidable. 
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FOOD  PREMISES  GENERALLY 


No  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the  year  which 
could  be  directly  attributed  to  bad  food  handling.  That  contraventions 
of  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  occur  is  well-known,  there  is,  for  in¬ 
stance,  still  far  too  much  smoking  done  by  food  handlers,  although 
direct  evidence  is  hard  to  come  by.  There  is  also  fortunately,  plenty 
of  evidence  of  a  growing  awareness  amongst  managements  of  the 
necessity  for  good,  well  laid  out,  adequately  equipped  premises.  One 
hundred  and  sixty  seven  visits  of  inspection  to  food  premises  of  all 
kinds  were  made  during  the  year,  an  increase  of  40  over  1958.  Four¬ 
teen  notices  were  issued  to  traders  concerning  infringements  of  the 
Regulations.  All  were  complied  with,  including  2  outstanding  from 
the  previous  year.  The  types  and  numbers  of  food  premises  in  the 
district  are  given  below  : — 


Butchers 
Bakers  .... 
Grocers 

Fishmongers  ... 
Greengrocers  ... 
Cafes 
Fish  fryers 
Food  Factories 
Licensed  Houses 
General  Stores 


10 

13 

3i 

5 

5 

7 

4 

3 

44 

17 


Registered  Premises  (Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  Section  16) 
For  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  (pre-packed)  ....  53 

For  the  manufacture,  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  ....  1 

For  Fishfrying  .  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

For  Sausage  Manufacturing  and  preparation  of  meats  ....  6 


MEAT  INSPECTION 


The  one  licensed  slaughterhouse  in  the  district  continued  to  function 
until  the  middle  of  the  year,  and  the  table  below  gives  the  numbers  of 
animals  killed  and  inspected  therein.  The  Slaughter  of  Animals 
(Hygiene)  Regulations  1958  and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Prevention 
of  Cruelty)  Regulations  195S  had  come  into  force  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year  and  when  the  slaughterhouse  licence  expired,  it  was  not  renewed, 
and  slaughtering  ceased  as  the  premises  did  not  comply  with  the 
Regulations.  After  consultations,  the  owners  decided  to  make  their 
premises  comply  fully  with  the  Regulations,  including  the  provision 
of  a  Stunning  Pen  and  preparations  were  made  to  put  the  work  in  hand 
early  in  19(10.  The  Council  were  required  by  the  Slaughterhouses 
(Reports)  Direction  of  IQ50  to  consider  the  requirements  of  their  district 
for  slaughterhouse  facilities.  All  the  interested  parties  and  organisations 
were  consulted  and  the  Council  were  able  to  report  to  the  Minister  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food  before  the  end  of  the  year  that  the 
interests  of  the  district  were  well  served  by,  in  the  main,  slaughter¬ 
houses  outside  the  district,  and  that  provided  the  Pewsey  Slaughter¬ 
house  was  available  for  emergency  use,  no  increase  in  such  facilities 
was  necessarv. 


e.Xi 

Cattle 

eluding  Cole's  Calves  Sheep 
C  Oivs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

46  1  1  11 

13 

Number  inspected 

4(1  1  1  11 

F3 

All  diseased  except  Tuberculosis, 

whole  carcase  condemned  .... 

—  —  —  — 

— 

All  diseased  except  Tuberculosis, 

Part  or  Organ  condemned.  .. 

1 

%  of  No.  inspected  infected 

15.2 

Tuberculosis  onlv,  whole  carcase 

condemned  .... 

- 

— 

Tuberculosis  onlv,  part  or  Organ 

condemned  .... 

-  -  -  - 

- 

of  No.  inspected  infected 

_____ 

— 

Meat  condemned  at  butchers’  and  other  shops  : 
6x14  oz.  tins  of  Soya  flour 
283  lb.  of  beef 
13  lb.  of  cooked  ham 
b  stone  cod  fillets 


MILK 


A  regular  routine  of  milk  sampling  was  carried  out  during  the  year, 
although  owing  to  pressure  of  other  work,  slightly  fewer  samples  were 
taken  than  in  1958.  The  results  were  generally  satisfactory  as  is  shown 
by  the  table  below  and  the  number  of  samples  failing  the  Methylene 
Blue  or  Phosphatase  tests  is  the  lowest  yet  recorded.  The  rather  odd 
results  of  the  samples  submitted  to  the  King  Test,  a  repeat  of  those  in 
1958,  give  one  reason  to  doubt  the  value  of  this  test  as  an  indication 
of  Br.  Abortus. 

No.  of  farms  No.  of  Registered  No  of  Registered 

producing  milk  Dairies  Distributors  of  Milk 

129  4  11 

SAMPLE  RESULTS  1959 

Samples  subjected  to  Methylene  Blue  Test  ....  ....  ....  ....  80 

Samples  subjected  to  Phosphatase  Test  ....  ....  ....  ....  25 

Samples  failing  Methylene  Blue  or  Phosphatase  Test  ....  ....  2 

Samples  subjected  to  biological  examination  for  the  presence  of 

tubercle  bacilli  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  94 

Samples  showing  positive  T.B.  reaction  ....  ....  ....  ....  - 

Samples  subjected  to  Ring  Test  for  presence  of  brucella  abortus  ....  94 

Samples  showing  positive  reaction  to  Ring  Test  1  plus  2 

2  plus  7 

3  plus  1 

Samples  of  milk  showing  positive  Br.  Abortus  reaction  on  biological 

examination....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  - 

Samples  of  sterilised  milk  subjected  to  Turbidity  Test  ....  ....  - 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

No  severe  problems  have  arisen  concerning  moveable  dwellings  in 
the  area  during  1959.  There  has  been  a  slight  decrease  in  the  numbers 
of  caravans  used  for  residential  purposes  during  the  year,  and  a  slight 
change  in  the  type  of  resident  has  also  been  noted,  in  t hat  most  of  the 
caravan  dwellers  seem  to  be  service  personnel  and  workers  of  a  peripate¬ 
tic  kind,  with  noticeably  fewer  applicants  for  permanent  housing 
amongst  them. 

The  sites  are,  by  and  large,  reasonably  well  equipped  from  a  Public 
Health  point  of  view,  although  one  site  in  the  Avon  Valley  urgently 
requires  main  water  and  sanitation  before  it  can  be  considered  really 
satisfactory. 


LICENSED  CARAVAN  SITES,  1959 


Parish  Max.  No.  Vans  Sanitation  Water  Supply 

Permitted 


Oare  20 

Netheravon  20 

Ludgershall  4 

Upavon  b 

Haxton  2 


In  addition  there  are  a 
sites  in  various  parishes. 


W.C.s  Piped  (Private  Supply) 

W.C.s  Piped  (W.D.  Main) 

W.C.s  Piped  (Council  Main) 

Bucket  closets  Handpump  only 

Bucket  closets  Piped  (W.D.  Main) 

further  8  licensed  caravans  on  individual 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Two  hundred  and  thirty  five  properties  of  all  kinds  were  disinfested 
by  the  Operator  during  1959,  an  increase  of  52  over  1958.  It  is  con¬ 
sidered  that  the  rodent  control  work  on  some  farms  may  not  now  be 
very  efficiently  or  intensively  carried  out,  and  this  may  be  responsible 
for  the  upward  trend,  which  will  need  to  be  firmly  checked  if  it  con¬ 
tinues.  All  the  sewage  works  and  the  refuse  tip  were  regularly  baited 
and  the  rat  population  at  these  places  kept  to  a  minimum.  Various 
other  disinfestation  problems  require  our  services  from  time  to  time, 
and  those  met  with  during  1959  were  as  follows 

14  infestations  by  cockroaches 


/ 

12 

FACTORIES 

Number  of  factories  without  mechanical  power  ....  ....  14 

Number  of  factories  with  mechanical  power  ....  ....  30 

Thirty-one  factory  visits  were  carried  out  during  the  year,  no 
matters  were  noted  that  required  action  by  your  officers. 


fleas 

ants 

tlies 

wasps’ 


nests 


20 


APPENDIX 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  to  1939 

This  table  is  enclosed  by  a  request  of  the  Minister  of  Labour  to  indicate  to 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  the  prescribed  particulars  which  are  required  by  Sec¬ 
tion  128(3)  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  to  be  furnished  in  their  Annual  Reports  with 
respect  to  matters  under  Parts  1  and  VIII  of  that  Act  which  are  administered  by 
the  District  Council.  This  table,  which  is  not  intended  td  supersede  the  fuller 
statement  which  is  desirable  in  the  text  of  the  Report,  should  be  attached  as  an 
annex  to  the  Report. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  IN  RESPECT  OF 
THE  YEAR  1959  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  PEWSEY  IN  THE  COUNTY 

OF  WILTSHIRE 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act,  1957 

PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 

1 — INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including  inspections 
made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(i) 

Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities* 

14 

7 

(ii) 

Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

3° 

24 

(iii) 

Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  § 
(excluding  out  -  workers’ 
premises) 

Total 

44 

3i 

- 

- 

*  To  prevent  any  differences  between  the  lists  kept  respectively  by  the  Local  Author¬ 
ities  and  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  of  the  numbers  of  factories  in  which  sections 
1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  are  enforced  by  Local  Authorities,  it  is 
requested  that  Local  Authorities  should  compare  their  lists  of  factories  with  the 
lists  kept  by  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories. 

ij  i.e.  Electrical  Stations  (Section  103(1),  Institutions  (Section  104)  and  sites  of 
Building  Operations  and  Works  of  Engineering  Construction  (Sections  107  and  108). 
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2 — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  oc¬ 
casions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  "  cases  ”) 


Number  0 

/  cases  in  w) 

’■lick  defects  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  prose¬ 
cutions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

Particulars 

(0 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Reft 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

:rred 

By  H.M. 

I  ns  pector 
(5) 

Wan  t  of  clean¬ 
liness  (S.i) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

(S.2) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 
temperature  (S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate 
ventilation  (S.4) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including  of¬ 
fences  relating  to 
Outwork) 

Total 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 

Outwork 

(Sections  no  and  in) 


Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

Section  no 

Section  in 

No.  of  out¬ 
workers  in 

A  ugust  list- 
required  by 
Section 
”0(1)  (c) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
de fault 
sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in 

unwhole¬ 

some 

premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(7) 

Making 
£  etc. 
Wearing  ) 
apparel  b  Cleaning 

S  and 
)  Washing 

Household  linen 

Lace,  lace  curtains 
and  nets 

Curtains  and  furni¬ 
ture  hangings 

Furniture  and 
upholstery 

Electro-plate 

File  making 

Brass  and  brass 
articles 

Fur  pulling 

Iron  and  steel 
cables  and  chains 

Iron  and  steel 
anchors  and 
grapnels 

Cart  gear 

Locks,  latches  and 
keys 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

Artificial  flowers 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT  (Continued) 
Outwork 

(Sections  ito  and  in) 


Nature 

of 

Work 

(1) 

Sec 

lion  n  0 

Set 

lion  in 

No.  of  out¬ 
workers  in 
August  list 
required  by 
Section 
no(i)  (c) 

(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
sending 
lists  to 
the 

Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to 

supply 

lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work 
in 

unwhole¬ 

some 

premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(7) 

Nets,  other  than 
wire  nets 

Tents 

Sacks 

Racquet  and  tennis 
balls 

Paper  bags 

The  making  of  boxes 
or  other  receptacles 
or  parts  thereof 
made  wholly  or  par¬ 
tially  of  paper 

Brush  making 

Pea  picking 

Feather  sorting 

Carding,  etc.,  of 
buttons,  etc. 

Stuffed  toys 

Basket  making 

Chocolates  and 
sweetmeats 

Cosaques,  Christmas 
stockings,  etc. 

Textile  weaving 

Lampshades 

— 

. 

Total 

2 

- 

- 
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p* 


- 


E.  H.  Perkins  and  Son  Ltd.,  Marlborough. 


